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Approach to Wood Smoke Control

1. Incentive program for change-outs

2. Prohibiting new fireplaces and 
noncertified devices (Rule 417)

3. Mandatory curtailment during high 
PM2.5 episodes (proposed Rule 
421)



Change-Out Incentive Program
• Partnership with HPBA and local retailers
• Over $1,000,000 available for incentive 

funding, plus dealer discounts
• Pilot phase August 15 - September 30, 

2006
• Second phase February 1 – May 31, 

2007
• Third phase September 1, 2007 – March 

31, 2008



Incentive Levels

$75$200Gas Log Set

$250$400Wood 
Stove/Insert

$350$500Pellet or Gas 
Stove/Insert

Non-EJ Area
Environmental 

Justice (EJ) 
Area

New Device



Low Income Assistance

• Partnership with Community Resource 
Project (CRP)

• Pays up to the full cost of replacement or 
retrofit

• District is paying equipment/material costs 
and CRP is paying labor costs



Program Outreach

• Press event
• Newspaper ads
• Web site
• Booth at Sacramento Home & Garden 

Show
• Brochures at local dealers
• Utility bill inserts



Outreach Materials





Example Replacement





Change-Out Program Summary

710Gas logs = 17

9137Pellet stoves/inserts = 128

19495Gas inserts = 289

6052Wood stoves/inserts = 112

New Cleaner Devices

5434Uncertified stoves/inserts = 88

298160Open hearth fireplaces = 458

Old Dirty Devices

$115,225$76,425Monies reimbursed = $191,650

352194Vouchers reimbursed = 546

Other AreasEnvironmental 
Justice Areas



Rule 417 Prevents New Fireplaces

• Adopted in October 2006, takes effect in 
October 2007

• Any new device must be:
– EPA-Phase II certified wood stove/insert
– Pellet stove/insert
– Masonry heater
– Gas-fueled device

• Also prohibits burning of garbage and 
other waste materials



Proposed Rule 421
Mandatory Curtailment

• Would prohibit indoor/outdoor burning of solid 
fuel on days when PM2.5 forecast exceeds
35 µg/m3 (federal 24-hour standard)

• Expected to result in about 30 no-burn days per 
year

• Exemptions for:
– Sole source of heat
– Cooking
– Religious ceremonies
– Economic hardship (optional)


