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Idle Free Zone Signs

Please Turn Your Engine Off While You Wait



Idle Free Zone Signs

ÅSchool transportation and administration personnel play an 
important role in providing a safe environment for West 
Virginiaôs students each year.

ÅRecent studies have identified diesel fumes from school 
buses as a possible health hazard to children and school 
employees.  



Objective

ÅUse settlement funds earmarked for 
diesel emission reductions to finance 
an ñidle free zoneò sign project free
of cost to participating schools and 
other appropriate venues.



Targeted Audience

Vehicles on School Property

ÅSchool buses

ÅDelivery vehicles

ÅMaintenance vehicles

ÅPassenger vehicles



Idle Free Zone Signs - Partners

WV Department of Education
Office of School Transportation 
Office of Healthy Schools
Office of School Facilities

- Indoor Air Program
WV Department of Health and Human Resources 

Asthma Education and Prevention Program
Youth Prevention Program

Regional Educational Service Agencies (RESA)
WV Department of Transportation

Safe Routes to School Program
WV Asthma Coalition



Idle Free Zone Signs - Benefits

ÅBenefits of developing an idle reduction plan

ÅEncourages compliance with BOEôs policy 4336

ÅProtects indoor health

ÅSaves money in fuel costs

ÅReduces wear on the bus engines

ÅReduces air pollution outside

ÅCreates a healthier learning environment for 
students!



Idle Free Zone Signs - Colleagues

ÅSafe Route to School grant recipients (May 2007)

ÅTransportation Directors & School Bus Drivers 

(June 2007)

ÅCounty Superintendents

ÅFacilities Managers

ÅRESA District Administrators

ÅPrincipals

ÅPrivate Schools (March 2008)

ÅHead Start Schools (March 2008)



Areas for Posting Signs

2 - 4 signs per school recommended

ÅSchool bus drop-off/pick-up areas

ÅStudent drop-off/pick-up areas

ÅDelivery areas 

ÅEntrance of school grounds

ÅAthletic fields

ÅParking lot of school bus garages



Bus Engine Idling Cost $

ÅOne hour of idling a bus engine wastes ½ 

gallon of diesel fuel

ÅU.S. average diesel cost = $4.69/gallon 

(6/11/08)

Å180 instructional school days/year



ONE-HALF HOUR Less Idling Per Day $avings

($/year) Savings

Fleet Size: 1 10 20 40 80 100 150 200 250

$211 $2,111 $4,221 $8,442 $16,884 $21,105 $31,658 $42,210 $52,763

(Gallons Diesel Fuel/Year) Savings

45 450 900 1,800 3,600 4,500 6,750 9,000 11,250

ONE HOUR Less Idling Per Day $avings

($/year) Savings

Fleet Size: 1 10 20 40 80 100 150 200 250

$422 $4,221 $8,442 $16,884 $33,768 $42,210 $63,315 $84,420 $105,525

(Gallons Diesel Fuel/Year) Savings

90 900 1,800 3,600 7,200 9,000 13,500 18,000 22,500



Potential Cost Savings Across Fleet

Å3,731 buses/ 180 instructional days

Å$4.69/gallon diesel (6/11/08)

Å$790,000 - $1,600,000 savings across fleet

( ½ hour ï1 hour less idling per bus, per day)

Å168,000 ï336,000 gallons diesel fuel














