Mid-Atlantic Diesel Collaborative
Clean School Bus Sector Workgroup Conference Call  

May 18, 2006 10:00 am-11:00 am (EST)

Attending:
Steve Hurd, Terry Levinson, Lonnie Richmond, Barb Wilson, Dave Duval, Shefali Ranganathan, Renu Chakrabarty, Rich Olin, Susan Stephenson, Sabrina Williams, Paula Krall (facilitating), Kelly Sheckler
Minutes

· A brief overview of the mission and purpose of the Mid-Atlantic Diesel Collaborative was presented by Kelly Sheckler, EPA and Sue Stephenson, MARAMA.
· The document for the structure and purpose of the Clean School Bus Sector workgroup was introduced and discussed by Paula Krall, EPA.  Workgroup members were encouraged to review this document and provide comments prior to posting on the website.  The document was sent as an attachment to the agenda.  An additional document, the Clean School Bus Sector One-Pager was also discussed and sent out for comment.  This is a color document made for re-printing useful when conducting outreach and recruiting new members. Again, once final, the document will be posted on the MADC website.
· Funding Opp-A funding opportunity for School Bus Idle Reduction Training and Awareness, provided by Clean Cities, is currently open (June 8 is the deadline) and all encouraged to work together to create proposals that take a more regional approach.  Some workgroup members have proposals currently underway and should contact Sabrina Williams, DC Energy Office to coordinate efforts.  Information about this announcement was sent to workgroup members in an email after the call.  Thanks go out to Terry Levinson for providing the announcement in her monthly idle reduction newsletter.  The excerpt I received was taken from that newsletter.  
· FY 06 EPA Clean School Bus USA is currently underway with some regional offices soliciting applications.  This year, Congress has appropriated 7 million for retrofit and replacement projects. Region 3, however, will not be soliciting applications for this funding.  The region received many excellent school bus applications during the FY 05 solicitation, and the National Clean Diesel Selection Panel recommended two projects from that solicitation to receive funding.  Efforts are currently underway for awarding that money.  As soon as the awards are made official (August ??), public announcements will be made.  
·  Idle reduction campaign -pilot project opportunity for school districts-EPA, headquarters office, is launching a new idle reducing campaign for school districts.  Currently, several school districts throughout the county have volunteered to pilot the effort.  The Mid-Atlantic currently does not have any schools participating and our headquarters office is looking for some volunteers from the Mid-Atlantic, referred by our workgroup to pilot the effort.  EPA will supply the school district with materials to launch their own idle reduction campaign, including a “Take the Pledge” document, press release template and separate background document about the Clean School Bus Program to be used to publicize the event, Clean School Bus Certificate for schools, school districts and/or drivers, and teacher’s guide to be used with a clean school bus poster for instruction purposes.  Additionally, the kit comes with a ton of outreach materials and promotional items to be used in conjunction with the campaign.  Schools participating in the pilot would then have to complete a “give us your feedback” form to share the successes of their campaign and offer suggestions that will help successfully launch the campaign nationally.  If workgroup members know of interested and eager school districts, please contact Paula Krall with the schools information.  Someone from our headquarters office will contact them and share with them the details of the campaign.  **Still awaiting from headquarters, a brief summary of the campaign to send to interest members of the group.  
· As the workgroup begins to organize and unveil, several items were mentioned to the group to begin thinking about to successfully establish the group.  
· Conference Calls-The group decided to have a bi-monthly conference call rather than on a monthly basis.  Of course, this may change depending on the situation.  Calls will be held, every other month, the 3rd Thursday from 10:00 to 11:00am.  Next call is scheduled for July 20, 2006.  We are seeking a back up facilitator and note taker to assist with the call.  Please contact Paula Krall if interested.   

· Potential projects/strategies-The workgroup also should start thinking about potential projects, strategies, etc. they’d like to see develop as our workgroup grows.  This can be individual in nature or as part of a group.  Dave Duval indicated he would like to get more information about NOx reducing strategies and technology for the fleet he manages.  Terry Levinson, mentioned a successful idle reduction program in Canada that should explored to replicate here. Other members are encouraged to offer suggestions which can be placed on the agenda for future calls.  

· Website-needs updating!!!!!!!!!! If anyone is interested in helping with website ideas please contact Paula Krall.  Also, please send Paula Krall any information about projects, articles, success stories, etc. to be placed on the website.  Let’s tout our work and show what the region is doing to provide healthier rides for kids.  

Next Call: Thursday, July 20 from 10:00-11:00am 

Call-in number: 866-299-3188   passcode: 2158145616

