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How is the ICC Defined in the Record of Decision?

· A $2.45 billion controlled-access highway with nine interchanges traversing 18 miles (16 in Montgomery County, 2 in Prince George’s County). 
· A managed highway facility using electronic toll collection at highway speeds. 
· Three lanes in each direction between I-370 and I-95; two lanes from I-95 to 
US 1.  

· Better transit service is an integral component of the ICC.  Congestion-free managed lanes will provide time savings to 11,500 people a day who are projected to will ride ICC express buses. 
· The ICC will improve cyclists’ travel along entire ICC Study Area.  The ICC will build more than 11 miles of bike/pedestrian trails; reconstruct another 3 miles and link to 12 existing and 7 planned trails. 
· The ICC will include interchanges with: MD 355, Shady Grove Metro Access Road, MD 97 (Georgia Avenue), MD 182 (Layhill Road), MD 650 (New Hampshire Avenue), Old Columbia Pike/US 29/ Briggs Chaney Road, A-59 (a planned road west of I-95), I-95, Virginia Manor Road and an intersection at grade with US 1.

· The project also includes longer than typical bridges to minimize wetland impacts and state-of-the-art storm water management and wildlife protection.  
How Will the Environment be Protected?
· Sustained coordination conducted during 37 joint agency meetings of 16 separate federal, state and local agencies resulted in a $370 million mitigation package that compensates for unavoidable impacts to the natural and human environment. 

· With techniques such as longer bridge lengths and a narrower footprint in sensitive areas, impacts to streams and wetlands will be reduced. 
· State-of-the-art stormwater controls will benefit fish and other aquatic life by providing temperature dissipation, removing pollution and facilitating steady baseflows. 

· Noise and visual impacts on adjacent neighborhoods will be reduced through a lower profile, sound barriers and other community enhancements. 
· During construction, strict permit requirements will limit erosion and sediment impacts on streams.  

· After construction, ICC-created stormwater management systems will exceed regulatory requirements.  
· The ICC will create approximately 83 acres of replacement wetlands in the Study Area. 

· The project will restore more than 20,000 linear feet of streams, benefiting the Northwest Branch, Indian Creek, Paint Branch and Upper Paint Branch.
· Deer/vehicle crashes will be reduced with construction of 44 bridges and culverts to provide safe passage for deer and small mammals. 

· Over 700 acres new forest will be created, including several contiguous forested areas.
What is Environmental Stewardship?
· Above and beyond required mitigation, an ICC environmental stewardship program will correct environmental stresses caused by past development that are unrelated to the ICC. 
· The program will primarily address watershed and community concerns by restoring stream beds, retroffiting inadequate stormwater management systems, building bike paths and renovating historic buildings. 
What Safeguards will Ensure the Environment is Protected?  
· The ICC will be distinguished by a series of redundant oversight measures to ensure avoidance, minimization, mitigation and environmental stewardship.  

· The failsafe environmental program includes an environmental design review team, an environmental construction inspection team, a mitigation/stewardship team, an environmental oversight Memorandum of Understanding, and a detailed and sophisticated database to track compliance with a myriad of permits. 
· An independent environmental monitor will report directly to regulatory agencies that are responsible for ensuring full compliance with their permits, and not through the Maryland State Highway Administration.  
Aside from the Environment, How Will the ICC Affect the Region?  

· The ICC upholds more than four decades of land-use planning in Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties.

· Citizens and commerce alike will enjoy greater mobility.  The ICC will facilitate the safe and efficient passage of as many as 85,000 more vehicles than if the ICC is not built. 
· The ICC will reduce travel times dramatically.  Every weekday morning, the ICC will save travelers a collective 3,000 hours. 

· The ICC will attract 4,400 new express bus trips as compared with not building the ICC.  
· Main east-west roads in the Study Area will experience more than a10% reduction in average weekday traffic (though north-south roads will experience an increase due to travelers seeking to access the ICC).  By 2030, a total of 50 miles of local roads will experience reduced traffic volumes as compared with not building the ICC. 

· The ICC will reduce hours of congestion by 25% at 29 badly congested intersections. 
· Fewer crashes will occur with the ICC than without.  With the ICC, travelers on the new highway will experience about a quarter as many crashes (50 per 100 million miles of travel) than are projected for the Study Area if the ICC is not built (195 per 100 million miles of travel). 
· More than 156,000 more jobs will be accessible within a 45-minute commute from the ICC Study Area as compared with not building the ICC.  
· The ICC will provide an estimated $370 million in economic benefits in 2030.  
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