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Call Summary
General Overview: The main focus of this call was to present information on the APM Virginia Terminal and to present an update on the International Marine Organization (IMO) Negotiations.
Discussion: The call began with Megan Goold (EPA) taking roll and then discussing the agenda for the call. 

Blake Harmon (APM Terminals) gave a presentation on the Virginia Marine Terminal which focused on the technological innovations that were implemented at the Portsmouth Virginia Terminal. The presentation began with some background information about the terminal and then went into the innovations and the emissions reductions that were achieved. Mr. Harmon also discussed the importance of partnerships and collaborations for the project’s success and their commitment to the environment. For the full presentation please see http:www.dieselmidatlantic.org/goodsmovement.html 
APM Presentation Questions

Q: How does the reduction in turn times on slide 9 compare to international ports?

A: Mr. Harmon stated that he was not sure but he could find out. 
Q: Does the 2007 data in slides 6 and 7 reflect a year’s worth of data? 
A: Mr. Harmon stated that the 2007 data was extrapolated and he believed it to be pretty close to a year’s worth of data. 
Q: How much does Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) cost as discussed on slide 8?

A: Mr. Harmon stated that he is not sure how much RFID costs or about the cost-benefit threshold, but he could find out. 
Q: What is involved in the automation and electrification of RMG (Rail Mounted Gantry) discussed on slide 5. 
A: Mr. Harmon stated that a RMG is fully automated and does not require much human interaction; the only time humans are needed is when the container is placed on the chassis and this is done for safety reasons. A crew of about 8 crane operators monitors the operation of the RMGs and this increases efficiency by 50%. 
Q: Are there any security issues with regard to newer technologies?

A: Mr. Harmon stated that he did not know of any security issues.
Update on the International Maritime Organization Negotiations

Brian Muehling (US EPA Office of International Affairs) gave an update on the International Maritime Organization (IMO) negotiations. In April 2008 an IMO meeting in London, England, successfully concluded negotiations on stringent amendments to the existing MARPOL Annex VI maritime air pollution standards.  The amendments will be considered for formal adoption at an IMO diplomatic conference in October 2008.  Meanwhile, the U.S. Senate is expected to vote soon on implementing legislation for the current Annex VI standards.  This is the only step remaining for the U.S. to become a formal Party to Annex VI.  Unless the U.S. becomes a Party to Annex VI in the next few months, the U.S. will not be able to cast a vote in October on the new amendments even though the new provisions are largely based on U.S. proposals and leadership during the negotiations.    
Under the existing provisions of Annex VI, two sulfur emission control areas (SECAs) already exist in Europe (the North Sea, including the English Channel, and the Baltic Sea).  The establishment of a SECA requires the use of low sulfur marine fuels.  The U.S. and its neighbors are considering the establishment of one or more emission control areas in North American waters. The IMO meeting in April decided to allow for the creation of emission control areas that address particulates and NOx, in addition to sulfur. Mr. Muehling also stated that greenhouse gas emissions from ships are becoming a focus. The IMO has been doing some work on greenhouse gases for the last few years and an intersessional meeting will be held in Norway in July to further consider and develop measures that the IMO might undertake to reduce GHG emissions from shipping. More work is needed and it seems that everyone recognizes the need for a global response.  For a more complete summary of the new amendments and the IMO process please see the IMO website at www.imo.org.  Mr. Muehling recommended looking under the press release section for meeting details and recaps.
IMO Negotiation Questions

Q: Is information available online? 
A: Mr. Muehling stated that the best source of information is the IMO website, www.imo.org. Other sources of information include the World Shipping Council (www.worldshipping.org/), the International Chamber of Shipping (http://www.marisec.org/), the Natural Resource Defense Council (http://www.nrdc.org/), Oceana (www.oceana.org/), and Friends of the Earth (www.foe.org/).  
Next Call and Agenda Items/Ideas

Ms. Goold stated that if anyone has topics of the next call to let her know. 

Mr. Muehling stated that if anyone is working on any projects that have a positive impact on the environment to let him know so that he can pass it on to the IMO.

Next steps: MARAMA will prepare notes for this call.
The next call will be in three months, on the third Thursday of the month.
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