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MDC Urban Fleets Workgroup Conference Call
May 29, 2008
2:00 pm to 3:30 pm EST
Call Summary
General Overview: The main focus of this call was to present information about Washington D.C.’s anti-idling efforts, get a status update on grant submissions, and ideas for topics for the next call.
Discussion: The call began with Alison Riley (Philadelphia Air Management Services) discussing the agenda for the call. 

Kimberly Katzenbarger, Assistant Attorney General, Counsel to the Air Quality Program in Washington, D.C., discussed their anti-idling efforts, which are focused on the ozone season. Ms. Katzenbarger stated 800 buses per day come in and out of the District and they have a stringent engine idling rule that limits idling to less than three minutes, however, there are exemptions for cold weather. The D.C. anti-idling rule is stricter than the Federal rule. 
Flyers in English and Spanish were placed around the District with information about the regulation and the fine ($500 for the first offense and then the fine doubles for every offense within a 3 year time span, up to $4,000). An education initiative began in 2002 wherein flyers and newsletters were distributed to bus and truck companies and drivers.  Each year new flyers are handed out in April, before the start of the ozone season. Then in May inspectors began checking certain areas, writing tickets, and responding to citizen complaints.
Q: Were there any issues with complaints being issued and the bus being gone by the time enforcement arrives?

A: No, citizens will usually tell drivers to turn off the engines and if there is no response they call enforcement. This has never happened in 5 years. A citizen can be the main witness of an offense. The limit is 3 minutes, but Ms. Katzenbarger recommends 5 minutes as a buffer.
Q: Who enforces this regulation?

A: Enforcement is done by Air Quality Inspectors from the District Department of the Environment, the other entities that enforce Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) Regulations, such as: the Parking Division (although they rarely issue tickets), MPD (the Metropolitan Police Department), Capitol Police (who issue the most tickets), Federal and Park Police, and other entities that are in the Engine Idling Task Force (that was just formed).
Ms. Katzenbarger stated that many companies challenge the regulations and they lose, however, they are very long cases. The court states that three minutes is long enough for a bus to idle (warm up or cool down) if the bus is maintained and operated properly. 
Q: Do buses and trucks idle to keep the air conditioning on?

A: Yes. Ms. Katzenbarger stated that she is more than happy to discuss the rule with people and decrease fines or discuss what they can do to help stop idling (communicate with other drivers, put on APUs, etc). Very rarely are there repeat offenders. 

Ms. Katzenbarger met with tour group operators to discuss redesigning routes and other ways to decrease idling. She has also asked the District Department of Transportation to set up a drivers lounge, but they have yet to do it. A covered garage is available near Union Station, where drivers pay a fee and are allowed to go in and out all day. She thinks that the district should give more incentives to drivers. A participant stated that Idle Airco has funding available. Ms. Riley stated that she will distribute information about the program, which involves a short term loan where they pay for an auxiliary power unit (APU) and then the participant pays the loan back. Tom Timbario of Emissions Advantage stated that Envirofunding finances emission reduction projects with a money saving component and he will distribute some information. 
Q: Is there a database for repeat offenders?

A: There is an air quality database of repeat offenders, but not a DMV database.

Q: Is there a problem with circling to avoid idling?

A: Yes, that is why she met with the tour guild. Circling is not allowed by the District Department of Transportation.

Q: What is the ratio of out of town versus local drivers.

A: 90% are out of town drivers.

Q: Has a citizen ever been issued a ticket?

A: Not for a personal vehicle.  However, a few limo services using buses have been issued a ticket (the rule gives a seating capacity of 12 or more). 

Q: Have the emissions been quantified?

A: No, but they would like to. They are not sure how to quantify emission reductions for SIPs. This method has a better bang for their buck than all Title V sources, since the District is not an industrial area and most of the air pollution comes from transport and transportation.  
Ms. Katzenbarger stated that if there are any questions or comments feel free to contact her at Kimberly.Katzenbarger@dc.gov 
Next on the call various updates were presented and discussed.

Ms. Riley stated that Philadelphia AMS is working with fleet managers to replace the sheriff department’s buses that were manufactured in 1989. Currently, there is no funding to replace these vehicles for six years. Rachel Filippini of Group Against Smog and Pollution (GASP) stated that they have a proposal to retrofit waste-haulers and the previous submission is being done now and will continue. 
The West Virginia Idle Free Zone project is ongoing and they will acknowledge six school districts at an upcoming meeting. Susan Stephenson of MARAMA requested that West Virginia let her know when the participants will be acknowledge and she will post it on the MDC website with pictures. 
Philadelphia is working on a press conference to focus on fire truck retrofits. The Mayor’s Office stated that it would be better if the project is completed before they have an event. Ms. Stephenson stated that this is similar to the Pittsburgh event and they should work with EPA Region III and that the retrofits are one-third done and that it may help to do the press conference with another event. 
Q: Is anyone requesting state clean diesel funds?

A: Delaware is working with the transportation department to put diesel particulate filters (DPFs) on buses and do a truck stop electrification project at a rest stop, they are hoping to match funds and get $1 million. 

Q: Ms. Riley asked about idling outreach, Pennsylvania is working on a regulation and they would like to get the public aware of issues like fuel use and air pollution. 
A: A participant stated that she should try Airshare, which is where states agency information is put together.
A: Another participant stated that GASP worked with Allegheny County Health Department and they are doing ads geared toward bus and truck divers and other ads that will shed light on anti-idling laws. GASP did a magnet for school bus driver to remind them to turn off their engines. 

Q: A participant requested information on success stories for transit bus projects with respect to 2007 engines that have active DPFs, can the DPFs be retrofitted?
A: There are active DPF retrofits that are EPA and CARB verified for older buses. There are passive systems as well, active system applications are probably narrower and an entire range is available. Both systems have pros and cons. The MECA website has white papers with discussions of pros and cons of each application: http://www.meca.org/. 
Ms. Riley stated that if anyone has any ideas for the next call and ways to increase participation in these calls to let her know.  
Next steps: MARAMA will prepare notes for this call.

The next call will be in three months.
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